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be said of this excited and elated body of converted sinners,
and, alas! nothing too incredible to be believed by many
good people.

What direction the diplomacy of William Booth would
have taken but for the constant influence of B ram well
Booth and George Railton, it is impossible to say; it is fair
to assume, however, that without this strong and enthusias-
tic influence that diplomacy would have been at least more
anxious for a better understanding with the Church, more
patient and adaptable in these fumbled negotiations. He
was a great hater of controversy; he had few scruples where
compromise might clear the field for action; he held with
all the fire and resolution of his vehement character that
nothing was so important as " getting men saved from their
sins." Catherine Booth, too, although she permitted her-
self to utter on occasion certain caustic remarks concerning
the opposition of the Churches, and although she was by
nature and habit a controversialist, and from her youth
up had been hotly opposed to what is called Clericalism.,
nevertheless felt that some understanding with the recog-
nized forces of religion would have been valuable to the
cause of the Army; she, too, we think, might have been
brought to consider a compromise. But the influence of the
young men who shared the inner counsels of General and
Mrs. Booth was all on the side of no compromise, all in the
direction of their own Salvation Army offensive against sin,
all in the direction of utmost liberty. They had no sym-
pathy of any kind with the Sacranientalists, they had no
veneration for ecclesiastical tradition, and their one feeling
as regards antiquity was to break utterly free from its som-
nolent sobriety, its paralysing dignity, its soul-destroying
precedents and formulas, to break free from all that; not
to attack and criticise the Church, but to live with all the
vitality and courage of a present only valuable as it shaped
the future, influenced by those younger men, themselves
urged on by the tide of success everywhere lifting the Sal-
vation Army into the estimation of men, William Booth de-
cided not to prosecute his negotiations with the Church of
^England, and allowed the matter to end without communi-
cating to the Archbishop any definite decision.